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The European CEO Al and critical tech declaration

A CEO call to action for Europe’s competitiveness and security

We, as CEOs of Europe’s leading digitalising and technology companies, support the direction set by
the European Commission to complete the single market and make bold, scalable EU investments.
Now, one year after the Draghi report, we call for an ambitious new partnership between public and
private stakeholders to restore Europe’s global competitiveness and security.

Our future prosperity, technological sovereignty and collective resilience depend on Europe’s ability
to scale and lead in artificial intelligence and critical technologies whilst remaining engaged with
global markets.

But we need decisive action and results in the next one to three years. The evidence is stark:
between 2008-2021, close to 30% of European ‘unicorns’ relocated headquarters, primarily to the
US." Europe faces a €800 billion annual investment gap.?2 No EU company valued over €100 billion
has been founded in the past 50 years.?

We believe the direction set by this Commission is right, and must be continued and accelerated with
stronger digital commitment and investments. Europe has what it takes: world-class talent and
companies, and leadership in key technologies — from connectivity, industrial automation, cyber,
quantum and energy management to drone technology, Al, health technology and satellites. But we
lack a unified European market.

We call for coordinated European investment in trusted technology, procurement and incentive
structures that boost our digital competitiveness and resilience, not just in the long term, but now.
Europe must adapt to faster innovation cycles, make agile investments, reduce regulatory burden
and costs of failure, simplify implementation and meaningfully review our rules on Al, data and
cyber.*

We, as industry leaders, stand ready to invest in Europe’s digital future, spearhead our security, and
drive our digital and green transformation. We are prepared to collaborate on digital projects creating
real market demand and resilience, and support swift regulatory reforms that simplify and harmonise
business conditions, and boost Europe’s competitiveness.®

Let us make Europe the place to innovate and scale, providing the enabling conditions for our
companies. This is Europe’s Al and tech moment. Let us act together. We scale — we lead — we
succeed in Europe.

1 Draghi, M. (2024). The future of European competitiveness, report presented to the European Commission.
2 Ibid.

3 Ibid.

4 Visit DIGITALEUROPE'’s website for concrete investment project ideas and in-depth recommendations on Europe’s digital competitiveness (https://www.digitaleurope.org/european-ai-and-tech-declaration-
page), as well as this page for proposals to remove regulatory burden in the upcoming digital package (https:/www.digitaleurope.org/resources/executive-brief-removing-regulatory-burden-for-a-more-competitive-
and-resilient-europe/).
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Co-signatories:

Corporate CEOs

Olivier Blum, CEO, Schneider Electric
Stefan Hartung, Chairman of the Board
of Management, Bosch

Christian Bruch, President & CEO,
Siemens Energy

Christian Klein, CEO, SAP

Aiman Ezzat, CEO, Capgemini

Justin Hotard, President and CEO,
Nokia

Roy Jakobs, President and CEO of
Philips

Kim Fausing, President & Chief
Executive Officer, Danfoss

Georgios Stassis, Chairman & CEO,
PPC Group

André Rogaczewski, CEO, Netcompany
Richard Marko, CEO, ESET

Yves Padrines, CEO, Nemetscheck
Group

Thomas Jensen, CEO, Milestone
Systems

Priit Alamae, Founder & CEO, Nortal
Mariusz Gralewski, CEO and Founder,
Docplanner

Enrique Lizaso Olmos, Co-founder and
CEO, Multiverse Computing

Cyril Malargé, CEO, Sopra Steria Group
Michael “Mick” Farrell, CEO, Resmed
Mikael Munck, Founder & CEO, 2021.Al
Daniela Braga, CEO, Defined.ai

Robert Mayr, CEO, DATEV

Rene Haas, CEO, Arm

Luis Maroto, President & CEO, Amadeus
Cosmin Malureanu, CEO, Ascendia
Serhii Kupriienko, CEO, Swarmer
Staffan Nordlinder, CEO, DP Patterning
Petr Nemeth, CEO, Dataddo

Maria Wasing, President & CEO, Axiell
Dmytro Titov, CEO, Ailand Systems
Cornel Amariei, Founder, .lumen
Bohdan Kruhlyk, CEO, Frendt

Jaume Sanpera, CEO & Founder,
Sateliot

Viktoriia Yaremchuk, CEO & Co-
Founder, Farsight Vision

Lukas Saari, CEO & Co-founder,
Tandem Health

Dan D. S. Hermansen, CEO, MyDefence
Mr. Konstantin Bezuhanov, CEO,
Evrotrust

Jakob Schou, CEO, Context&

Kurt Ceuppens, CEO, NVISO

Kurt Stokbro, CEO, Sparrow
Quantum



¢ Romania, Corina Vasile, Executive
Director, ANIS

e Slovenia, Nenad Sutanovac, CEO, ZIT

e Spain, Cesar Tello, Director General,

Adigital
e Spain, Pilar Roch, Managing Director,
National association CEOs Ametic
e Sweden, Asa Zetterberg, CEO,
e Belgium, Bart Steukers, CEO, Agoria TechSverige
e Croatia, President of the Croatian e Sweden, Pia Sandvik, CEO, Technology
Chamber of Economy, HGK Industries of Sweden (Teknikféretagen)
e Cyprus, Matina Zisiadou, Managing ¢ Ukraine, Maria Schevchuk, Acting CEO,
Director, CITEA ITUkraine
e Czech Republic, Jaromir Hanzal, CEO, e United Kingdom, Julian David, CEO,
AAVIT techUK
e Denmark, Andreas Espersen, CEO, DI e Turkey, Ahmet Celebi, Secretary
DIGITAL General, ECID
¢ Denmark, Natasha Friis Saxberg, o Turkey, Faruk Eczacibasi,
Managing Director, IT-Branchen President, TBV
¢ Denmark, Brian Mikkelsen, CEO, Dansk
Erhverv

e Estonia, Doris Pold, CEO, ITL

¢ Finland, Minna Helle, CEO, TIF

¢ France, Stella Morabito, Director
General, AFNUM

e Germany, Sarah Bdumchen, Managing
Director, ZVEI

e Greece, Yota Paparidou, President of the
Board, SEPE

e Hungary, Krisztina Tajthy, Secretary
General, IVSZ

¢ lIreland, Una Fitzpatrick, CEO,
Technology Ireland

o ltaly, Letizia Pizzi, Director General,
Anitec-Assinform

e Lithuania, Simonas Cerniauskas, CEO,
INFOBALT

e Luxembourg, Jean Diederich, President,
APSI

¢ Netherlands, Dagmar Lense, Managing
Director, NLDigital

¢ Norway, @ystein Eriksen Sgreide,
CEO, Abelia

e Poland, Michal Kanownik, Director-
General, Digital Poland

e Poland, Andrzej Dulka, President of the
Board, PIIT

e Portugal, Daniel Ribeiro, Director
General, AGEFE






