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 Executive summary 

DIGITALEUROPE welcomes the proposal for the revision of the EU 

Waste Shipment Regulation WSR. We believe the proposal has the 

potential to enable the movement of secondary raw materials, to avoid 

environmental dumping and burdensome shipment of secondary raw 

materials and accelerate the circular economy. We support the EU’s focus 

on enabling the shipment of secondary raw materials within the Single 

Market. However, we also underline that: 

 Notification procedures could be accelerated. 

 Cleaner fast-track procedure in the WSR would facilitate the Circular 

Economy. 

 Increased focus on enabling shipment for repair, refurbishment, 

remanufacturing and collection of waste would be central for a real Circular 

Economy.  

 Bans are not the most proportionate policy instrument to tackle 

environmental protection as circular economy supply chains are global.  

 

 Key priorities 

DIGITALEUROPE welcomes the focus on the following provisions proposed by 

the European Commission and suggest further changes: 

 Simplification and acceleration of the notification procedure (Art. 5(7), Art. 

6, Art. 7, Art. 9, Art. 12, Art. 26) 

▪ DIGITALEUROPE welcomes that the proposal acknowledges the 

need to streamline and simplify notification requirements. We 
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particularly appreciate the focus on speeding up the approval 

process and the envisaged digitalisation.  

▪ In particular, DIGITALEUROPE welcomes the maximum 30 day 

period for notification approvals, detailed step-by-step procedures, 

and the focus on motivated objections. 

▪ It is important to make notification processes digital. 

DIGITALEUROPE believes that the envisaged central EU system 

should fully replace national systems. Interoperability between 

national systems is not as efficient as one central system. 

▪ We welcome the new wording on contracts and financial 

guarantees, which provide more flexibility. 

 

 DIGITALEUROPE welcomes the increased focus on fast-track 

procedures and pre-consented facilities, although we would have 

preferred an even cleaner fast lane for circular economy shipments (see 

our position paper proposing a Circular Card, 2019) (Art. 14) 

▪ We support the proposed possibility for recovery facilities to obtain 

a pre-consented facility status for seven years, based on a clear 

list of documentation criteria. 

▪ DIGITALEUROPE emphasises that circular economic activities 

are often pushing the boundaries of what is considered recycling 

or other forms of recovery. Therefore, “recovery facility” should be 

defined in as broad terms as possible to allow innovative 

processes. 

 

 Repair, refurbishment, remanufacturing and waste collection activities are 

central to the functioning of the circular economy but have received 

relatively little attention in the proposal. 

▪ DIGITALEUROPE welcomes the legal empowerment of the 

European Commission to further streamline the different legislation 

impacting shipments for repair, refurbishment and remanufacturing 

through secondary legislation (Art. 28(4)), as the lack of EU-

harmonized criteria for the distinction between waste EEE and used 

EEE is currently hindering the free movement of used EEE within 

the Union as well as to further clarify end-of-waste classifications. 

 

▪ DIGITALEUROPE is encouraged by the new Art. 4(4) that will 

enable more shipments of small quantities to assess the extent to 

which they qualify for recycling and innovative circular economy 

practices. However, Art. 4 overall is a missed opportunity. It 

should have clarified that small volume take-back and trade-in 

activities for waste collection from households are exempted from 

https://www.digitaleurope.org/resources/a-circular-economy-card-for-the-waste-shipment-regulation/
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shipment requirements. Art. 4(3) continues to be legally 

ambiguous. 

 

 DIGITALEUROPE is concerned that further tightened restrictions on 

waste shipments (Art. 33, 36, 37, 41, 49) may impact emerging global 

circular economy supply chains. We fully subscribe to the need to ensure 

environmental protection globally but believe that bans are not the most 

proportionate policy instrument. 

▪ DIGITALEUROPE cautions against attempts to make shipments 

of non-hazardous waste more difficult.  Prohibiting the export of 

non-hazardous waste to non-OECD countries in a blanket manner 

could inhibit circular economy practices.  

▪ DIGITALEUROPE welcomes Art. 36(3) and Art 37(2) as helpful 

provisions in an otherwise rigid export framework but flag our 

concern at the high barriers to make use of these paths. 

▪ We urge policymakers to clarify Art. 33 to ensure that Member 

States’ “appropriate regimes” for supervision and control of waste 

shipments within their own country should not include notification 

procedures for intra-Member-State shipments. Excessively 

regulating those shipments would stifle the circular economy 

within the EU Single Market. 

 

 Previous recommendations  

 DIGITALEUROPE has provided detailed commentary on many of the 

points under discussion in the following position papers, including with 

other likeminded trade associations: 

▪ Oct 2020, Joint association paper: Towards a Global and Safe 

Circular Economy 

▪  Jan. 2020, Joint association paper: Towards a Circular Vision for 

the Revision of the Waste Shipment Regulation 

▪  Oct 2019, DIGITALEUROPE position paper: A Circular Economy 

Card for the Waste Shipment Regulation  

 

 

 

https://www.digitaleurope.org/resources/joint-industry-response-on-the-eu-waste-shipment-regulations-export-provisions/
https://www.digitaleurope.org/resources/joint-industry-response-on-the-eu-waste-shipment-regulations-export-provisions/
https://www.digitaleurope.org/resources/towards-a-circular-vision-for-the-revision-of-the-waste-shipment-regulation/
https://www.digitaleurope.org/resources/towards-a-circular-vision-for-the-revision-of-the-waste-shipment-regulation/
https://www.digitaleurope.org/resources/a-circular-economy-card-for-the-waste-shipment-regulation/
https://www.digitaleurope.org/resources/a-circular-economy-card-for-the-waste-shipment-regulation/
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 

 Giorgia Murgia 

Policy Officer 

giorgia.murgia@digitaleurope.org / +32 493 25 89 46 
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Senior Policy Manager 

hugh.kirk@digitaleurope.org / +32 490 11 69 46 
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About DIGITALEUROPE 

DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include 

some of the world’s largest IT, telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national 

associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE wants European businesses and 

citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and sustain the 

world’s best digital technology companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in 

the development and implementation of EU policies.  

 

DIGITALEUROPE Membership  
 

Corporate Members  

Accenture, Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, Arçelik, Assent, Atos, Autodesk, Bayer, Bidao, Bosch, Bose, 

Bristol-Myers Squibb, Brother, Canon, Cisco, DATEV, Dell, Eli Lilly and Company, Epson, Ericsson, ESET, 

EY, Facebook, Fujitsu, GlaxoSmithKline, Global Knowledge, Google, Graphcore, Hewlett Packard 

Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., HSBC, Huawei, Intel, Johnson & Johnson, Johnson Controls International, JVC 

Kenwood Group, Konica Minolta, Kyocera, Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Mastercard, Microsoft, 

Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola Solutions, MSD Europe Inc., NEC, Nemetschek, NetApp, Nokia, Nvidia 

Ltd., Oki, OPPO, Oracle, Palo Alto Networks, Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Red Hat, 

ResMed, Ricoh, Roche, Rockwell Automation, Samsung, SAP, SAS, Schneider Electric, Sharp Electronics, 

Siemens, Siemens Healthineers, Sky CP, Sony, Sopra Steria, Swatch Group, Technicolor, Texas 

Instruments, TikTok, Toshiba, TP Vision, UnitedHealth Group, Visa, Vivo, VMware, Waymo, Workday, 

Xerox, Xiaomi, Zoom. 

National Trade Associations  

Austria: IOÖ 

Belgium: AGORIA 

Croatia: Croatian  

Chamber of Economy 

Cyprus: CITEA 

Denmark: DI Digital, IT 

BRANCHEN, Dansk Erhverv 

Estonia: ITL 

Finland: TIF 

France: AFNUM, SECIMAVI,  

numeum 

Germany: bitkom, ZVEI 

Greece: SEPE 

Hungary: IVSZ 

Ireland: Technology Ireland 

Italy: Anitec-Assinform 

Lithuania: Infobalt 

Luxembourg: APSI 

Moldova: ATIC 

Netherlands: NLdigital, FIAR 

Norway: Abelia  

Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE 

Portugal: AGEFE 

 

Romania: ANIS 

Slovakia: ITAS 

Slovenia: ICT Association of 

Slovenia at CCIS 

Spain: AMETIC 

Sweden: TechSverige,  

Teknikföretagen 

Switzerland: SWICO 

Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, 

ECID 

United Kingdom: techUK 

 


