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19 DECEMBER 2019 

Statement on Advocate General Opinion 
in Schrems II case 

 

 

The Court of Justice of the EU’s Advocate General today delivered his Opinion in case 

C-311/18, known as Schrems II, concerning standard contractual clauses (SCCs). 

The Opinion, which will have to be confirmed in the Court’s final ruling next year, finds that the 

SCCs, as established by the European Commission, are valid in light of the EU data protection 

framework and Charter of Fundamental Rights. 

 ‘The Advocate General’s Opinion is a positive signal on the role and validity of a vital 

mechanism for international data flows. It reflects our submission to the Court and will be 

reassuring for EU-based businesses for whom the free flow of data and an open digital 

economy are essential. If this Opinion is confirmed by the Court next year, they will be 

able to continue to do business under the current framework without disruption,’ said 

Cecilia Bonefeld-Dahl, Director General of DIGITALEUROPE. 

SCCs are the most widely used mechanism for data transfers to third countries outside the 

European Economic Area (EEA), underpinning the EU’s yearly €912 billion exports of services.1 

DIGITALEUROPE has acted as amicus curiae in the proceedings since their inception before 

the Irish courts in 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Generating a €105 billion surplus for EU trade in services. Data for 2017, available at 
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/International_trade_in_services 

http://www.digitaleurope.org/
http://bit.ly/2X8pBZz
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/International_trade_in_services
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About DIGITALEUROPE 

DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include 

some of the world’s largest IT, telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national 

associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE wants European businesses and 

citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and sustain the 

world’s best digital technology companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in 

the development and implementation of EU policies.  

 

DIGITALEUROPE Membership  
 

Corporate Members  

Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, Arçelik, Bosch, Bose, Bristol-Myers Squibb, Brother, Canon, Cisco, DATEV, 

Dell, Dropbox, Epson, Ericsson, Facebook, Fujitsu, Google, Graphcore, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, 

Hitachi, HP Inc., HSBC, Huawei, Intel, Johnson & Johnson, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica Minolta, Kyocera, 

Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, MasterCard, METRO, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, 

Motorola Solutions, MSD Europe Inc., NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Palo Alto Networks, 

Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, Rockwell Automation, Samsung, SAP, 

SAS, Schneider Electric, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Siemens Healthineers, Sony, Swatch Group, Tata 

Consultancy Services, Technicolor, Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, Visa, VMware, Xerox. 

National Trade Associations  

Austria: IOÖ 

Belarus: INFOPARK 

Belgium: AGORIA 

Bulgaria: BAIT 

Croatia: Croatian  

Chamber of Economy 

Cyprus: CITEA 

Denmark: DI Digital, IT 

BRANCHEN 

Estonia: ITL 

Finland: TIF 

France: AFNUM, Syntec  

Numérique, Tech in France  

Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI 

Greece: SEPE 

Hungary: IVSZ 

Ireland: Technology Ireland 

Italy: Anitec-Assinform 

Lithuania: INFOBALT 

Luxembourg: APSI 

Netherlands: Nederland ICT, 

FIAR 

Norway: Abelia  

Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE 

Portugal: AGEFE 

Romania: ANIS, APDETIC 

Slovakia: ITAS 

Slovenia: GZS 

Spain: AMETIC 

Sweden: Foreningen 

Teknikföretagen i Sverige,  

IT&Telekomföretagen 

Switzerland: SWICO 

Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, 

ECID 

Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 

United Kingdom: techUK 

 


