
 

  

DIGITALEUROPE  
Rue de la Science, 14A, B-1040 Brussels 
T.+32 (0) 2 609 53 10 / www.digitaleurope.org /     @DIGITALEUROPE 
EU Transparency Register: 64270747023-20 

 

 

22 AUGUST 2019 

G7 Summit: the global digital industry urges 
leaders to align digital policies 

 

In the run-up to the G7 Summit scheduled on August 24-26, DIGITALEUROPE has led 

a strategic coalition of top organisations representing the industry of G7 countries.  

Read their recommendations on digital policies alignment outlining the three main 

opportunities of policy coordination: AI, cybersecurity and data flows. 

 

Trust and human-centric AI 

Trust enables free flows of data and drives growth. This is the rationale behind Japan Prime 

Minister Abe’s concept of ‘Data Free Flow with Trust’, or DFFT.  

 Trust and data flows go hand in hand, and we urge governments to identify and share 

experiences on regulatory mechanisms that allow data to flow while ensuring trust”, said 

Cecilia Bonefeld-Dahl, Director General, DIGITALEUROPE. “We have developed five 

concrete recommendations to support them, including citizens protection and common 

cyber standards, and we are ready to provide assistance along the way, Ms Bonefeld-

Dahl went on to say. 

Fostered by DFFT, technologies such as Artificial Intelligence (AI) are powering the digital 

transformation of society. Governments have to find innovative ways to ensure that this 

uninterrupted change will serve the interest of common good.  

To this effect, the OECD, the EU, the governments of Canada and Japan and many others have 

worked hard to outline ethical guidelines and human-centric principles for AI.  

As an example, the EU has developed an agile ‘policy sandboxing’ process allowing businesses 

to ‘test’ the principles for ethical AI using a comprehensive, detailed assessment list in the AI 

development phase.   

 The EU’s efforts to put all AI policies through a multi-stakeholder agile reality check and 

drive fact-based policy making is good news. In a rapidly changing digital era, where few 

policy makers have deep insight, we cannot allow policies that are not validated in the 

real world; it will slow down the progress of crucial innovations and growth, Cecilia 

Bonefeld-Dahl said. “Having played an active part in the dedicated High Level Expert 

Group set up by the European Commission”, Ms Bonefeld-Dahl went on to say,  

“I encourage governments to join the abovementioned process and to take steps to 
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enable AI innovation and data use so that governments, business, academics and civil 

society can test these principles in the context of actual AI development and use.” 

Governments committed to delivering trustworthy and human-centric AI should give serious 

consideration to the four recommendations we have spelt out in this respect, ranging from 

ethical design to industry-led, fully interoperable and internationally recognized standards, and 

cooperative Research and Innovation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 

 Patrice Chazerand 

Policy Director 
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About DIGITALEUROPE 

DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include 

some of the world’s largest IT, telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national 

associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE wants European businesses and 

citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and sustain the 

world’s best digital technology companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in 

the development and implementation of EU policies.  

 

DIGITALEUROPE Membership  
 

Corporate Members  

Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, Arçelik, Bosch, Bose, Bristol-Myers Squibb, Brother, Canon, Cisco, DATEV, 

Dell, Dropbox, Epson, Ericsson, Facebook, Fujitsu, Google, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., 

HSBC, Huawei, Intel, Johnson & Johnson, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica Minolta, Kyocera, Lenovo, 

Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, MasterCard, METRO, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola 

Solutions, MSD Europe Inc., NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Palo Alto Networks, Panasonic 

Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, Rockwell Automation, Samsung, SAP, SAS, 

Schneider Electric, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Siemens Healthineers, Sony, Swatch Group, Tata 

Consultancy Services, Technicolor, Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, Visa, VMware, Xerox. 

National Trade Associations  

Austria: IOÖ 

Belarus: INFOPARK 

Belgium: AGORIA 

Bulgaria: BAIT 

Croatia: Croatian  

Chamber of Economy 

Cyprus: CITEA 

Denmark: DI Digital, IT 

BRANCHEN 

Estonia: ITL 

Finland: TIF 

France: AFNUM, Syntec  

Numérique, Tech in France  

Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI 

Greece: SEPE 

Hungary: IVSZ 

Ireland: Technology Ireland 

Italy: Anitec-Assinform 

Lithuania: INFOBALT 

Luxembourg: APSI 

Netherlands: Nederland ICT, 

FIAR 

Norway: Abelia  

Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE 

Portugal: AGEFE 

Romania: ANIS, APDETIC 

Slovakia: ITAS 

Slovenia: GZS 

Spain: AMETIC 

Sweden: Foreningen 

Teknikföretagen i Sverige,  

IT&Telekomföretagen 

Switzerland: SWICO 

Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, 

ECID 

Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 

United Kingdom: techUK 

 


