
 
 
 

 

1 December 2016 
European Commission 
Vice-President Andrus Ansip 
Commissioner Günther Oettinger 
 
EU Free Flow of Data Initiative 
 
Dear Vice-President Ansip, 
Dear Commissioner Oettinger, 
 
We are writing to you as digital startups and scaleups from across Europe -- from Italy, Spain, 
Belgium, the UK and Estonia – who are working hard to grow. We believe a modern digital 
economy and society cannot thrive without an open borderless world when it comes to data. 
Data-driven innovation is underpinned by the flow free of data across borders. That is why we 
the undersigned support the Commission’s ambition to pursue legislative action to end 
unjustified data localisation restrictions that are a barrier to the free movement of data. 
 
Existing national barriers, both direct and indirect, to the free flow of data undermine our ability 
to grow and scale. Existing localisation requirements require the replication of business 
structures and processes within the single market.  
 
European startups have bold ambitions but often face a patchwork of national laws that is an 
active disincentive for startups who look to build and scale their business in Europe.   
 
In light of recent reports on the future of data localisation proposals we are writing to urge the 
Commission to remain resolute on this issue given the economic impact on data-driven 
startups of not removing existing inappropriate and misplaced data localisation requirements. 
 
As the Commission’s own Free Flow of Data Initiative impact assessment noted the removal of 
data localisation restrictions would add an estimated 8 billion Euros per year to the European 
economy. This is not just an issue that impacts the startups but all sectors of the European 
economy that stand to gain from Europe’s transformation to a data-driven economy.  
 
We therefore urge the Commission to be brave and move forward with a regulation to 
enshrine the free flow of data and remove unjustified data localisation restrictions and unlock 
the full economic and societal power of data.  
 
Regardless of the UK’s relationship with the European Union, as growing digital businesses we 
want to see a Digital Single Market that works. Removing any restrictions that stand in the way 
of the free flow of data is therefore key.  To miss this opportunity would put at risk the ability of 
European SMEs and data-driven startups to scale in Europe and undermine the ambitions and 
economic goal of the Digital Single Market.  
 

Yours Sincerely,  

Antony Walker 
Deputy CEO  
techUK  

 

Märt Aro 
Head of International Operations 
Dream Apply  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Emanuel Andjelic 
Co-Founder & Chairman 
Squirrel 

 
 

Guy Mucklow 
President 
PCA Predict 

  

Lloyd Price 
Co-Founder & COO 
Zesty 

 

Robin Tombs 
CEO 
Yoti 

 
 

Daniel Seijo 
CEO 
Meneame 
 

 

Gianmarco Carnovale 
Co-Founder 
Scuter  
 

 
Stuart Murdoch 
Founder & CEO 
Surevine  

 

Aneesh Varma 
Founder & CEO 
Aire 

 

Carlos Oliveira 
CEO 
Shaping Cloud 

 

Paolo Napolitano 
CEO 
Peekaboo 

 
 
Mathieu Gillet 
CFO 
Menu Next Door 

  

 
Karen Kerrigan 
Chief Legal Officer 
Seedrs 
 

 

Daniel Jadraque 
Founder & CEO 
Datary 
 

 
 

 
 

 


