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“We need to get Europe closer to a telecoms single 
market that boosts services and network investment”  

Statement by DIGITALEUROPE ahead of final trialogues on the Electronic 
Communications Code 

Brussels, 17 May 2018 

 

“The final rounds of negotiations on telecoms reform must achieve practical results in terms of protecting a 
single market approach and build a common digital infrastructure ensuring growth in Europe”, said Cecilia 
Bonefeld-Dahl, Director General of DIGITALEUROPE, less than a week before a crucial trialogue on the 
European Electronic Communications Code. “What’s also key is to have a final text that doesn’t completely 
jeopardise the pro-investment nature of the proposal: Europe needs infrastructure investment to grow and 
companies must know that there will be returns and stable regulation if they put in the money to deploy the 
networks of the future”, she concluded. 

As much as possible, short of a main establishment principle, businesses in the EU should count on 
administrative simplification and a consistent approach to how their services are authorised in the Member 
States. DIGITALEUROPE calls on the co-legislators to ensure BEREC can provide the necessary templates to 
this end. Moreover, the need to have authorisations in each country where a provider operates should be 
reassessed after five years in light of market and technological developments. 

Boosting investment in the EU's digital infrastructure through better rules on access and co-investment was 
a raison d’être for the entire Code proposal. A sufficiently flexible mechanism that favours companies’ 
investment decisions must be ensured. If there is no possibility for differentiation, investment decisions will 
be delayed and the quality of networks in Europe will suffer – meaning the connectivity objectives for 2020 
and 2025 will not be reached. 

Finally, we keep stressing that the Code must clearly recognise that access to emergency numbers from 
software and cloud-based services is not always feasible with existing public safety infrastructure. Obligations 
should therefore only be imposed when technically possible, for example, when the Member State where a 
provider operates has established a single public safety answering point (PSAP) for all emergency calls from 
number-based communications services. 

 
-- 
For more information please contact:  
 
Lionel Sola, Director of Communications and Political Outreach 
+32 492 25 84 32 or lionel.sola@digitaleurope.org 
 
Alberto Di Felice, DIGITALEUROPE’s Senior Policy Manager for Infrastructure, Privacy and Security 
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ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE  

DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest 
IT, telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE 
wants European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and 
sustain the world's best digital technology companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the 
development and implementation of EU policies. 

DIGITALEUROPE’s members include in total over 25,000 ICT Companies in Europe represented by over 60 Corporate 
Members and 38 National Trade Associations from across Europe. Our website provides further information on our 
recent news and activities: http://www.digitaleurope.org   

 

DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP 

Corporate Members  

Adobe, Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, Bosch, Bose, Brother, Canon, Cisco, Dell, Dropbox, Epson, Ericsson, Fujitsu, 
Google, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., Huawei, IBM, Intel, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica Minolta, Kyocera, 
Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, MasterCard, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola Solutions, MSD 
Europe Inc., NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, 
Samsung, SAP, SAS, Schneider Electric, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Tata Consultancy Services, 
Technicolor, Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, VMware, Western Digital, Xerox, Zebra Technologies. 

National Trade Associations  

Austria: IOÖ 
Belarus: INFOPARK 
Belgium: AGORIA 
Bulgaria: BAIT 
Croatia: Croatian Chamber of 
Economy 
Cyprus: CITEA 
Denmark: DI Digital, IT-BRANCHEN 
Estonia: ITL 
Finland: TIF 
France: AFNUM, Syntec Numérique, 
Tech in France  

Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI 
Greece: SEPE 
Hungary: IVSZ 
Ireland: TECHNOLOGY IRELAND 
Italy: Anitec-Assinform 
Lithuania: INFOBALT 
Luxembourg: APSI 
Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR  
Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE 
Portugal: AGEFE 
Romania: ANIS, APDETIC 
Slovakia: ITAS 

Slovenia: GZS 
Spain: AMETIC 
Sweden: Foreningen 
Teknikföretagen i Sverige, 
IT&Telekomföretagen 
Switzerland: SWICO 
Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, ECID 
Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 
United Kingdom: techUK   
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