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Implementing the new Electronic Communications Code
and enhancing digital connectivity across the EU

Brussels, 4 December 2018

DIGITALEUROPE welcomes the adoption of the European Electronic Communications Code (EECC) at today’s
Transport, Telecommunications and Energy Council meeting. This follows the final vote in the European
Parliament last month and paves the way for a new regulatory framework for telecoms networks and services
inthe EU.

‘Now that the Code has been formally adopted, we enter a crucial period of implementation that will largely
determine whether the new framework is a success or a missed opportunity for innovation and European
harmonisation,” said Cecilia Bonefeld-Dahl, Director-General of DIGITALEUROPE.

She added: ‘Gigabit connectivity, 5G and digital transformation across all industries and services in the
European economy will only happen if the new rules generate investment and harmonise requirements across
the single market. We stand ready to support the European Commission, BEREC, the RSPG and national
regulators to this end.’

Among the areas where the Code promises to spur network deployment and harmonise and simplify national
requirements are the new provisions on small cells. On the other hand, clarity and predictability will be
needed in national implementation to make sure that much-needed co-investment in very high-capacity
networks can be generated in the market. Similarly, there is a risk that a patchwork of national rules for the
regulation of new communications services could emerge, which could endanger choice and innovation in
the Digital Single Market.

In addition to the Code, the Council yesterday also voted its general approach on the future Connecting
Europe Facility (CEF), opening the way for trialogue talks once the European Parliament approves its report
in Strasbourg next week.

‘European industry and society also need to receive clear signals for the future when it comes to the next
Multi-annual Financial Framework that is now being debated,” Bonefeld-Dahl continued. ‘Investment in
digital connectivity needs to be prioritised and embedded into the expanding digital economy, including
transport and energy. A clear commitment to the necessary funds under the CEF is essential to this end.’

For more information please contact:

Alberto Di Felice, Senior Policy Manager for Infrastructure, Privacy and Security
alberto.difelice@digitaleurope.org or +32 2 609 53 10

Lionel Sola, Director of Communications & Political Outreach
lionel.sola@digitaleurope.org or +32 492 25 84 32
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ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE

DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world’s largest
IT, telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE
wants European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and
sustain the world’s best digital technology companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the
development and implementation of EU policies.

DIGITALEUROPE’s members include in total over 35,000 ICT Companies in Europe represented by 66 Corporate
Members and 40 National Trade Associations from across Europe. Our website provides further information on our
recent news and activities: http://www.digitaleurope.org

DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP
Corporate Members

Adobe, Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, Argelik, Bosch, Bose, Brother, Canon, Cisco, Dell, Dropbox, Epson, Ericsson, Fujitsu,
Google, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., Huawei, IBM, Intel, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica Minolta, Kyocera,
Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, MasterCard, METRO, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola
Solutions, MSD Europe Inc., NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Palo Alto Networks, Panasonic Europe, Philips,
Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, Rockwell Automation, Samsung, SAP, SAS, Schneider Electric, Sharp Electronics,
Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Tata Consultancy Services, Technicolor, Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, VMware,
Western Digital, Xerox, Zebra Technologies.

National Trade Associations

Austria: 100 Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI Slovakia: ITAS
Belarus: INFOPARK Greece: SEPE Slovenia: GZS
Belgium: AGORIA Hungary: IVSZ Spain: AMETIC

Bulgaria: BAIT

Croatia: Croatian Chamber of
Economy

Cyprus: CITEA

Denmark: DI Digital, IT-BRANCHEN
Estonia: ITL

Finland: TIF

France: AFNUM, Syntec Numérique,
Tech in France
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Ireland: TECHNOLOGY IRELAND
Italy: Anitec-Assinform

Lithuania: INFOBALT
Luxembourg: APSI

Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR
Norway: Abelia

Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE
Portugal: AGEFE

Romania: ANIS, APDETIC
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Sweden: Foreningen
Teknikforetagen i Sverige,
IT&Telekomfoéretagen

Switzerland: SWICO

Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, ECID
Ukraine: IT UKRAINE

United Kingdom: techUK
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