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BREXIT: comments on the Withdrawal Agreement 

Brussels, 15 November 2018 

   

Commenting on the publication of the Withdrawal Agreement establishing the terms of the United 
Kingdom's withdrawal from the European Union and considering the outline of the Political Declaration 
setting out the framework for the future relationship between the European Union and the United Kingdom, 
Cecilia Bonefeld-Dahl, Director General, DIGITALEUROPE, said: 

“The proposed agreement provides a basis on which to secure a comprehensive deal on the EU-UK future 
relationship during the implementation period. DIGITALEUROPE particularly welcomes the clear statement of 
intent to secure the free flow of personal data between the EU and the UK. This issue is critical to the tech 
sector and to every other industry in a modern digitising economy. 

DIGITALEUROPE would like to praise the hard work and diplomatic skills displayed all along by the negotiating 
parties. This made the proposed Withdrawal Agreement possible. We believe that it is the only solution on 
the table likely to secure continuing deep, trusted and productive relations between the EU and the UK while 
delivering on the outcome of the 2016 referendum. 

The proposed Withdrawal Agreement is the last hope to avoid the very dangerous consequences of no deal, 
which would directly impact the ability of tech companies to trade, move data and secure talent. For lack of 
a deal, supply chains would be disrupted all over the EU and we would be deprived of the UK’s strong 
contribution to the EU’s world leading role in science and research. It would make access to the UK market 
more complex and costly, thus harming EU business, particularly SMEs. 

The proposed Withdrawal Agreement could generate friction in trade with the UK and impose significant and 
costly changes for businesses. We are therefore concerned that the transition period is not long enough to 
secure the kind of comprehensive relationship required and we welcome the ability within the Withdrawal 
Agreement to extend that period. 

The digital tech industry sees the Withdrawal Agreement as a first step in securing the long-term outcome 
that businesses and investors need. We hope that the EU27, as well as the EU and UK Parliaments, will 
endorse this landmark Agreement. 

DIGITALEUROPE stands ready to help design a comprehensive, workable long-term partnership between the 
EU and the UK.  Indeed, significant additional work is needed to provide clarity in the future relationship, 
specifically on securing close alignment and comprehensive market access for digital and telecoms services. A 
simple Free Trade Agreement would not deliver the needs of the tech industry or the EU prosperity.” 
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For more information please contact:  
 
Patrice Chazerand, DIGITALEUROPE’s Policy Director 
+32 476 56 33 93 or Patrice.Chazerand@digitaleurope.org  
 
Lionel Sola, DIGITALEUROPE’s Director of Communications & Political Outreach 
+32 492 25 84 32 or Lionel.Sola@digitaleurope.org  
 
  

ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE  

DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest 
IT, telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE 
wants European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and 
sustain the world's best digital technology companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the 
development and implementation of EU policies. 

DIGITALEUROPE’s members include in total over 35,000 ICT Companies in Europe represented by 63 Corporate 
Members and 39 National Trade Associations from across Europe. Our website provides further information on our 
recent news and activities: http://www.digitaleurope.org   

 

DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP 

Corporate Members  

Adobe, Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, Arçelik, Bosch, Bose, Brother, Canon, Cisco, Dell, Dropbox, Epson, Ericsson, Fujitsu, 
Google, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., Huawei, IBM, Intel, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica Minolta, Kyocera, 
Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, MasterCard, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola Solutions, MSD 
Europe Inc., NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, 
Rockwell Automation, Samsung, SAP, SAS, Schneider Electric, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Tata 
Consultancy Services, Technicolor, Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, VMware, Western Digital, Xerox, Zebra 
Technologies. 

National Trade Associations  

Austria: IOÖ 
Belarus: INFOPARK 
Belgium: AGORIA 
Bulgaria: BAIT 
Croatia: Croatian Chamber of 
Economy 
Cyprus: CITEA 
Denmark: DI Digital, IT-BRANCHEN 
Estonia: ITL 
Finland: TIF 
France: AFNUM, Syntec Numérique, 
Tech in France  

Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI 
Greece: SEPE 
Hungary: IVSZ 
Ireland: TECHNOLOGY IRELAND 
Italy: Anitec-Assinform 
Lithuania: INFOBALT 
Luxembourg: APSI 
Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR  
Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE 
Portugal: AGEFE 
Romania: ANIS, APDETIC 
Slovakia: ITAS 

Slovenia: GZS 
Spain: AMETIC 
Sweden: Foreningen 
Teknikföretagen i Sverige, 
IT&Telekomföretagen 
Switzerland: SWICO 
Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, ECID 
Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 
United Kingdom: techUK   
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